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Catalogue of Festivities

T he plethora of  fest ivals  that  Kerala  grandly 
celebrates ever y  year  has great  s ignif icance 

attached to  each one of  them. Find a  br ief  accou nt 
of  the impor tant  fest ivals  celebrated in  Kerala  a long 
with  the location,  dates,  and the point  of  contact 
associated with  the festivals  or  the rel igiou s centres 
in  this  calendar.  These approximate dates can be 
confirmed with  the local  au thorit ies.

With ever y  fest ival ,  the land of  God comes to  l i fe 
with  colour ful  processions,  radiant  displays,  feasts, 
dynamic f ireworks and cultural  programmes;  a l l  of 
which accounts  for  a  v ir tu al  carnival  that  for  sure is 
not  to  be missed!
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The Beemapally Dargah Shareef in Thiruvananthapuram 
is famous for its Uroos festival known as the Beemapally 

Uroos or Chandanakkudam Mahotsavam. Devotees carry 
earthen pots covered in sandalwood paste, filled with coins 
as offerings during the festival. Art forms like Daharamuttu 
are also part of the celebrations.

Beemapally Uroos
Beemapally Dargah Shareef

District
Thiruvananthapuram

Contact
+919497810379

Beemapally Uroos

05-06 JANUARY 
2022

Location
Beemapally
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuTDX1VdjIs
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Beemapally,+Thiruvananthapuram,+Kerala/@8.4526033,76.9311867,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b05bb43b36b2b8f:0xacb31c0a7adcab9c!8m2!3d8.4513897!4d76.9398195


T he Andalur Kavu Theyyam is performed during 
the annual festival at Andalur Kavu located at 

Dharmadam village in Thalasser y. The Theyyam 
performed in the ancient temple depicts stories 
from the epic Ramayana.

Andalur Kavu Theyyam
Andalur Kavu Temple

District
Kannur

Contact
+91 9400619947

Andalur Kavu TheyyamLocation
Dharmadam village

13-19 January
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrOPPbM3XH0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Andaloor+Kavu/@11.7947054,75.4758561,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba4253331dc55ab:0x21fea5bb981ad0e5!8m2!3d11.794701!4d75.4780448?shorturl=1


A rthunkal Perunnal is the annual feast celebrated 
at St Andrew ’s Forane Church at Arthunkal 

in Alappuzha district. One of the main highlights 
here is the ceremony where devotees crawl on 
their knees from the beach to the church. This is 
followed by the procession carr ying the statue of 
St Sebastian.

Arthunkal Perunnal
St Andrew’s Forane Church

District
Alappuzha

Contact
+91 94001 52374

Arthunkal Perunnal

20 JANUARY 
2022

Location
Arthunkal
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOq3gjcbuOg&t=7s
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arthunkal+Old+Church/@9.661092,76.2983046,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b087d1bd26bf935:0x181bf46a0f1923fa!8m2!3d9.6610447!4d76.3006969


A ttukal Pongala is celebrated at Attukal Temple 
in Thiruvananthapuram district and sees the 

largest congregation of women gathered to worship 
Goddess Bhagavathy. The main ritual is the sweet 
payasam made by the women as an offering to the 
Goddess with huge crowds gathered around the 
temple and the streets.

Attukal Pongala
Attukal Bhagavathy Temple

District
Thiruvananthapuram

Contact
+91471 2463130

Attukal PongalaLocation
East Fort

17 February
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ferJ3eHPWF0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Attukal+Bhagavathy+Temple/@8.4698623,76.9532971,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b05bb1afc32caab:0xd37061226166ad07!8m2!3d8.4698679!4d76.955556


C hinakkathoor Pooram is the annual festival 
celebrated at Sree Chinakkathoor Bhagavathy 

Temple in Palakkad district . The highlights of the 
festival are a procession of elephants, performance 
of folk art forms, traditional orchestra, Pulikali  and 
many other cultural performances.

Chinakkathoor Pooram
Chinakkathoor Bhagavathy Temple

District
Palakkad

Contact
+918870473936

Chinakkathoor PooramLocation
Palappuram

17 February
2022
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tell:+918870473936
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JPERNmMdNM
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sri+Chinakathoor+bhagavathi+Temple/@10.7707043,76.4163973,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7d8d31dd5c931:0xf5de2fc1b9c84787!8m2!3d10.7706508!4d76.4185886?shorturl=1


Lakshadeepam
Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple all decked 
up for the Lakshadeepam ceremony



D edicated to Goddess Bhagavathy, the Machattu 
Mamangam festival is celebrated at Machattu 

Thiruvanikkavu temple in Vadakkancherr y. The 
main attraction of the festival is the Kuthirakolams, 
which are huge decorated horse effigies taken out 
for procession accompanied by percussion music. 

Machattu Mamangam
Machattu Thiruvanikavu Temple

District
Thrissur

Contact
+91 9447620531

Machattu MamangamLocation
Vadakkancherry

22 February
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J29chhET4Cg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Machad+Thiruvanikavu+Temple/@10.6358405,76.2575864,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7e87b5185e63d:0xb5b15e264ba79b5b!8m2!3d10.6357196!4d76.25979


U thralikkavu  Pooram is an annual festival 
celebrated at Sree Ruthira Mahakalikavu 

Temple, Vadakkancherr y. It is an eight-day festival 
highlighted by elephant processions, traditional 
musical ensembles like Panchavadyam, Pandimelam 
and also performances of temple and folk art forms 
of Kerala.

Uthralikkavu Pooram
Sree Ruthira Mahakalikavu Temple

District
Thrissur

Contact
+91 99954 36838

Uthralikkavu PooramLocation
Vadakkancherry

01March
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgeJaTIFVIM
https://www.google.co.in/maps/place/Uthralikkavu+Bhagavathi+Temple/@10.6725217,76.1929918,12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7e80242a0c679:0xfca44a86e63710b4!8m2!3d10.6725217!4d76.2630296


C hettikulangara Bharani celebrated at 
Chettikulangara Bhagavathy Temple, 

Alappuzha, is an important festival dedicated to 
Goddess Bhagavathy. The main attraction of the 
festival is the Kettukazhcha, where giant decorated 
structures are taken as a procession through the 
temple roads.

Chettikulangara Bharani
Chettikulangara Bhagavathy Temple

District
Alappuzha

Contact
+91 479 2348670

Chettikulangara BharaniLocation
Mavelikara

07March
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FS2daflR-l4
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chettikulangara+Bhagavathi+Temple/@9.22759,76.5150271,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b061eee86ae9161:0xf49af5d6bbb00f01!8m2!3d9.2275583!4d76.5172082


E ttumanoor Ezhara Ponnana is a ritualistic 
procession held during the annual festival 

celebrated at Ettumanoor Sree Mahadeva Temple, 
Kottayam. Seven golden elephants are taken as a 
procession accompanied by traditional orchestra 
and caparisoned elephants.

Ettumanoor Ezhara Ponnana
Ettumanoor Mahadeva Temple

District
Kottayam

Contact
+91 8078133375

Ettumanoor Ezhara
PonnanaLocation

Ettumanoor

10March
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VbOZ7S2kZ0&t=2s
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ettumanur+Shri+Mahadeva+temple/@9.6737273,76.5588852,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b07d37a011145dd:0x822b2352d2cbeb34!8m2!3d9.6737216!4d76.5605639


A rattupuzha Pooram held at the Sree Sastha 
Temple, Thrissur, is considered the oldest 

Pooram festival celebrated in Kerala. Folk art 
performances, traditional orchestra, a grand 
procession of elephants and the gathering of huge 
crowds of people are a few of the highlights that 
mark the festival.

Arattupuzha Pooram
Arattupuzha Sree Sastha Temple

District
Thrissur

Contact
+919496346565

Arattupuzha PooramLocation
Arattupuzha

16March
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5gXeu_NPJw&t=2s
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arattupuzha+Sree+Sastha+Temple/@10.4183813,76.2278053,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7f0d737d352a9:0xaba64bac8e437236!8m2!3d10.4184655!4d76.2299956?shorturl=1


Govindankulangara Padayani
Mesmerizing Kolams at Govindan Kulangara Padayani 
festival in Thiruvalla that leave you in an awe



K ottankulangara Chamayavilakku is a unique 
festival where men dress up as women in the 

most beautiful attires and make-up and walk in 
procession to the temple accompanied by the 
traditional orchestra. The Chamayavilakku festival 
is held in the Malayalam month of Meenam at the 
Kottankulangara Devi Temple in Kollam.

Kottankulangara 
Chamayavilakku
Kottankulangara Devi Temple

District
Kollam

Contact
+91 9995348842

Location
Kottankulangara

24-26March
2022

Kottankulangara 
Chamayavilakku
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kottankulangara+Devi+Temple/@8.9795308,76.5328314,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b0600c6b3d5ba5b:0x488d06e6874edda4!8m2!3d8.9795303!4d76.5349921
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CslFGw0ViM


P ainkuni is a ten-day annual festival celebrated 
at the Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple in 

Thiruvananthapuram district. One of the main 
attractions of the festival is the display of the huge 
fibreglass figures of the Pandavas (characters 
from Mahabharatha) at the eastern entrance to the 
temple.

Painkuni Festival
 Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple

District
Thiruvananthapuram

Contact
+91471 2450233

Location
East Fort

06-15April
2022

Painkuni Festival

14Festival Calendar

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sree+Padmanabhaswamy+Temple/@8.4827832,76.9414019,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b05bb09b7e81d35:0x1d2fedb7213a1ef7!8m2!3d8.4827779!4d76.9435906?shorturl=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Jp53OTamCk


T he Valiya Padayani celebrated as part of the ten-
day annual Padayani festival at Kadammanitta 

Bhagavathy Temple is held on the 7th day that 
begins with the ceremonial procession of Padayani 
Kolams. The major attraction is the performance of 
the giant Bhairavi kolam that dances to the tune of 
traditional Padayani songs.

Kadammanitta Valiya Padayani
 Kadammanitta Bhagavathy Temple

District
Pathanamthitta

Contact
+91 9847836643

Location
Kadammanitta

08April
2022

Kadammanitta
Valiya Padayani
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kadammanitta+Devi+Temple/@9.3053642,76.7688775,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b063e2fb341bbd3:0x71bed35338804da4!8m2!3d9.3054617!4d76.7710461
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNbeCaCxnLQ


T he Othera Padayani celebrated at the Othera 
Puthukulangara Devi Temple is marked by 

many rituals and Kolam performances with the 
main highlight being the Valiya Padayani that falls 
on the last day of the festival. A giant Kolam called 
Chattathel Kolam, made of 1,001 sheaths of areca 
nut, is a prime attraction of the festival.

Othera Padayani
 Othera Puthukulangara Devi Temple

District
Pathanamthitta

Contact
+91 9446685641

Location
Othera

08April
2022

Othera Padayani
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Othera+Puthukkulangara+Devi+Temple+%7C+Thiruvalla/@9.3381699,76.6239428,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b062326938392fb:0x3f18414960cd355d!8m2!3d9.3382336!4d76.6261345
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTQi7S8ldPw


T hrissur Pooram, a much-awaited annual temple 
festival held at the Thekkinkadu Maidanam in 

Thrissur, is considered the mother of all  Pooram 
festivals in Kerala. The festival is celebrated 
grandly with the procession of caparisoned 
elephants, percussion music, fireworks and many 
other cultural events.

Thrissur Pooram
 Thekkinkadu Maidanam

District
Thrissur

Contact
+91 9846035967

Location
Thrissur

10May
2022

Thrissur Pooram
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thekkinkadu+Maithanam/@10.5246023,76.2127435,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7ee4f6b7c9f09:0x1826aaa24ef46df2!8m2!3d10.5246023!4d76.2149322
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvts3A3DtWs


Beemapally Uroos
Grand sight of the festooned Beemapally 
Dargah Shareef during the Uroos festival



T he Kottiyoor Vysakha Mahotsavam is an annual 
festival hosted by two temples, Akkara Kottiyoor 

and Ikkara Kottiyoor, in the Kannur district. This 
28-day festival is celebrated with many rituals that 
involve Neyyattam, Rohini Aaradhana, Elaneerattam 
and many more such unique practices.

Kottiyoor Festival
Kottiyoor Temple

District
Kannur

Contact
+91490243 0234

Kottiyoor FestivalLocation
Kottiyoor

15May
2022 - 10 June

2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBSxnsQ2eOs
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Akkare+Kottiyoor+Maha+Siva+Temple/@11.896169,75.8650238,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba5d0377c8e04d1:0xc0edcccfeded5f77!8m2!3d11.8755389!4d75.8646692


A nayoottu festival is celebrated at Sree 
Vadakkumnathan Temple, Thrissur, to 

worship and feed the elephants as an offering to 
Lord Ganesha, the elephant-faced God. A row of 
elephants is lined up in front of the temple with 
thousands of devotees waiting to feed them.

Aanayoottu
Sree Vadakkunnathan Temple

District
Thrissur

Contact
+919400932958

AanayoottuLocation
Thrissur

17 July
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flipj9AssWw
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sri+Vadakkunnathan+Temple,+Thrissur/@10.524494,76.2123239,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7ee4f40583e69:0x2352a12f19c2777!8m2!3d10.524494!4d76.2145126


T he Champions Boat League (CBL) is a much-
anticipated event that conducts snake boat 

races in Kerala, in the model of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL). CBL is a major sporting event where 
the legendar y boat races will  be conducted across 
Kollam, Alappuzha, Kottayam, Ernakulam, Thrissur 
and Malappuram districts. 

Champions Boat League
Backwaters of Kerala

Contact
info@championsboatleague.in

Champions Boat League
Location
Backwaters of Kerala

August
2022

November
2022-
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dktTK6VQ6C8
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nehru+Trophy+Boat+Race/@9.5003983,76.3502618,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b08847cd3ccbe5b:0x99e2d421af02a8f9!8m2!3d9.5003977!4d76.3524623


N ehru Tro phy B oat  Ra ce is  one of  t he famed 
sna ke bo at  races in  Kerala ,  which is  a  much-

anticipated  eve n t  d ur ing t he Onam fest ival .  The 
race is  co nd ucted  in  P u nna mada La ke where the 
majesti c  s n ake  bo ats  race a ga inst  each ot her  to 
the tunes  of  the o l d  boat  songs a ccompanied by 
ceremon ial  water  processions.

Nehru Trophy Boat Race
Punnamada Lake

District
Alappuzha

Contact
+91477 2263441

Nehru Trophy Boat RaceLocation
Punnamada

13August
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJP03ergWhk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nehru+Trophy+Boat+Race/@9.5003983,76.3502618,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b08847cd3ccbe5b:0x99e2d421af02a8f9!8m2!3d9.5003977!4d76.3524623


N eelamperoor Padayani is held in Palli 
Bhagavathy Temple, Alappuzha that sees some 

of the rarest Padayani displays in Kerala. A notable 
highlight here is the Kettukazhcha where decorated 
effigies of swans and mythological characters are 
taken out for procession. 

Neelamperoor Padayani
Palli Bhagavathy Temple

District
Alappuzha

Contact
+91 6282971504

Neelamperoor PadayaniLocation
Neelamperoor 

28August
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRlLII-xswE
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Neelamperoor+PalliBhagavathi+Temple/@9.4965497,76.5033894,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b0628f9203f2f3b:0x5b68b140650bff23!8m2!3d9.496549!4d76.5055203


Chettikulangara Bharani
A magical moment of chariots being drawn 
at the Chettikulangara Bharani festival



P ulikali is a folk art form performed mostly 
as part of the Onam festival celebrations in 

Kerala. The Swaraj ground in Thrissur turns vibrant 
and festive on the fourth day of the Onam festival 
with the Pulikali  artists and the crowd gathered to 
witness the event.

Thrissur Pulikali
Swaraj Round

District
Thrissur

Contact
+919495465450

Thrissur Pulikali
Location
Swaraj Round

11 September
2022

25Festival Calendar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TPNsaxPJLU
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Swaraj+Round+W,+Thrissur,+Kerala/@10.5246224,76.2098834,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba7ee4592336ec1:0xa55b95ce35b27ade!8m2!3d10.5246224!4d76.2120721


V ettukadu Feast is a significant event celebrated 
at the 500-year old Madre-de-Deus Church at 

Vettukadu, a coastal suburb in Thiruvananthapura m. 
The festival is celebrated by all  communities alike 
and is highlighted by special prayers and grand 
ceremonial processions that light up the whole area 
in a festive mood.

Vettukadu Feast
Madre-de-Deus Church

District
Thiruvananthapuram

Contact
+918281190686

Vettukadu Feast
Location
Vettukadu

11- 20November
2022
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https://youtu.be/2RWWW-H_H3U
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Madre+De+Deus+Church+(Vettucaud+Church)/@8.4942334,76.8980823,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b05bc68d660b2c7:0xc7ced71863d3010b!8m2!3d8.4942334!4d76.900271


K alpathi Ratholsavam is a chariot festival 
celebrated at Sree Viswanatha Swamy Temple 

at Kalpathi in Palakkad in November. The highlight 
of the ten-day annual festival is the procession of 
the giant decorated chariots through the streets. 
The event is marked by a huge crowd of devotees 
gathered together to witness the procession.

Kalpathi Ratholsavam
Sree Viswanatha Swamy Temple

District
Palakkad

Contact
+919809167322

Kalpathi Ratholsavam
Location
Kalpathi

14November
2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGOKHT-WOWU
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sree+Visalakshi+Sametha+Sree+Viswanathaswamy+Temple/@10.7948747,76.6456386,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3ba86e1be582508f:0x5c9f50807925e378!8m2!3d10.7948758!4d76.6478607


C ochin Carnival is a cultural event that begins 
with the hoisting of the Carnival Flag at the 

Vasco da Gama square in Fort Kochi. This carnival is 
the biggest gala to be celebrated in Fort Kochi and 
is highlighted by various cultural shows, fairs, food 
festivals, games and many such exciting events.

Cochin Carnival
Vasco da Gama Square

District
Ernakulam

Contact
+91 9447014659

Cochin CarnivalLocation
Fort Kochi

12- 31December
2022

28Festival Calendar

https://www.keralatourism.org/kerala-article/2021/cochin-carnival-fort-kochi/1140
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Vasco+da+Gama+Square/@9.9677474,76.2391377,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b086d339293f3b3:0x915db8c94a43f4d5!8m2!3d9.9677474!4d76.2413264


N iranam Perunnal is an eleven-day festival that 
is celebrated in the memor y of Saint Thomas. 

The celebrations begin with the hoisting of the 
flag known as Kodiyettu and a religious rally known 
as the Perunnal Vilambara Rally. The highlights 
include holy mass, special prayers, Nerchavilambu 
and other cultural events.

Niranam Valiya Pally Perunnal
St Mary’s Orthodox Syrian Church

District
Pathanamthitta

Contact
+91 4692 711510

Location
Niranam

21December
2022

Niranam
Valiya Palli Perunnal
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/St.+Mary's+Orthodox+Church,+Niranam/@9.3428166,76.5253312,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x3b06216d145d3e5d:0x1cc84aa68da2a3ff!8m2!3d9.3427751!4d76.5275279
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mr_6Ah-xb48


Theyyam
A Theyyam performer caught in a 
trance during a fiery performance



Vettukadu Feast

A ten-day glorious celebration of Christ that culminates with a grand feast. Vettukad 
Feast is marked by many special events, especially the ceremonial procession carr ying 

the statue of ‘Christ the King’ by the devotees, held on the main day of the festival. 
People of different caste and creeds throng the sandy premises of Vettukadu Church in 
Thiruvananthapuram during the feast, which is celebrated heartily by believers of all  faith.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RWWW-H_H3U


Vaikathashtami

A magnificent annual festival highlighted by grand processions, cultural performances 
and other festive revelries. Vaikathashtami is celebrated for twelve days at the famous 

Vaikom Mahadeva Temple, an ancient Shiva temple known for its striking Kerala style temple 
architecture, in Kottayam district. The temple, considered to be the one of the oldest temples 
in Kerala, is surrounded by the serene Vembanad Lake.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97S2s7URhc0


Kalpathi Ratholsavam

A ceremonial chariot festival that enlivens the streets of Kalpathi in Palakkad. Kalpathi 
Ratholsavam is celebrated annually with much pomp at the Sree Viswanatha Swamy 

Temple in Palakkad, where a huge crowd of devotees assemble to witness the giant chariots 
being drawn through the streets. Kalpathi Ratholsavam is a much-anticipated event that has 
been celebrated for centuries.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2N24mtPiUng&t=5s
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